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Merarys Rios-Vargas is chief of the Population Division’s Ethnicity and Ancestry
Branch at the U.S. Census Bureau. She began her career at the Census Bureau in
2006 as a survey statistician in the American Community Survey Office’s
Education, Communication and Outreach Branch.

As a chief, Rios-Vargas serves as a subject matter expert while leading and
advising research on the reporting patterns and demographic characteristics of
the Hispanic Origin population and ancestry groups in the United States, Puerto
Rico, and the Island Areas. She is the recipient of five U.S. Census Bureau Bronze
Medal Awards for her contributions to the 2010 and the 2020 Decennial and
Island Areas Census.



